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SMI is a finalist of the European Business
Awards!

SMI has been selected among 30 Italian finalists in the European Business Awards
2012/13. In particular, SMI competes in the category "The UKTI Awards for
Innovation”, reserved to European companies who have distinguished themselves for their
efforts in developing innovative solutions as a strategy to influence the ongoing business
development.
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The European Business Awards is the most prestigious European award competition for
companies; this award, totally independent, is supported by organizations committed to the
promotion of business goals focusing on economic, industrial and environmental development
in the EU.

After the first round of judging, only 627 companies have passed the initial assessment
process to become national finalists in their respective countries among more than 15,000
companies participating to the contest. SMI is participating with the SACS (Stella Alpina Cost
Saving) project, a compact bottling line which saves money to the end user and respects the
environment.

Located in Mojo de' Calvi (Bergamo), the new bottling plant has been designed and installed
by SMI at Stella Alpina mineral water spring, on a surface area of just 800 sq.m., to produce
up to 14,400 bottles per hour in @ more efficient and cost-saving way compared to the pre-
existing bottling plant at that same spring:

up to -30% in the consumption of primary packaging material;

up to -50% in the consumption of secondary packaging material;

up to -90% in the consumption of water used for cleaning the plant;

up to -40% in the consumption of power supply per single bottle produced.

Paolo Nava, President & CEO of SMI, commented as follows: "It's a great honour for SMi
to have been selected as a finalist in the European Business Awards contest. This nominatiorn
is a further international acknowledgement for the innovative technologies we have brought ir.
the packaging industry, thanks to which we are now able to provide our customers of the
food & beverage sector with complete packaging solutions and systems devised to allow cosl
and energy savings and low environmental impact.”



Adrian Tripp, CEO of the European Business Awards, says: "7his is the first year thal
the European Business Awards has introduced the National Finalists phase of the judging
process. This new selection process was introduced for two main reasons; first, it gives
entrants a greater opportunity to see their achievements recognised in front of peers,
politicians and media within their own countries and, second, it gives the judges greater
access to the organisations in order to determine a more accurate picture of the very best in
European business. As organisers of the awards, we believe this improved strategy further
positions the European Business Awards as the most respected and significant awards
programme in Europe”,

For more information on the European Business Awards, please visit
www.businessawardseurope.com.
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